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AWor d Frém Us

Dear Reader ,

't is our privilege to bringl mpacytouB dyhocerbd oNiur reihe
Every year, as we compile these stories, we are
in the number of programmes conducted or peopl e
whose |l ives are transforumeidon hropmumdr tacrcietsys,i ba  d
The stories featured in this edition reflect
include students overcoming academic barriers,

t hrough assistive technology,armeeorfs,ssamdail s thiuti
steps towards becoming more inclusive. Together
achieved through a single intervention, but thr
the potentmai viodualvery i

The year gone by also saw XRCVC continue to evo
disability community. Alongside our ongoing wor
trainipgl,i @ayndenganee neexnpptanded our engagiemelnd siiwneg c
healtbhondrenclusive product design. These initia
accessibility across all sectors of society.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to ouwi $herder
whose support and faith in ouWewekkemdkspetbealk
|l nvest ment Corporation Limited, Tata Capital

Pvit. Lt d, Hi t achi Digital Services Pvt. Ltd. ,

Resource FbOhodadatiesmn onj i ParakN. Mi stWadtao@Ghawyi fTr
Foundati on, Sal seteelLbeveéeleadperns | Br KvaJdagtiani

Kakalia Foundation Kunashne, , Mr . Vi kram Ut ams
Donal d Mari el Quadr os, Mr . Oscar Gednelses P ZAaVZear
Mahen8atai y a, Dr . Kant i N Patel, Mr s . Rashna K.
Vahbiz Pestonjamasp for their invaluable suppor
We are equally grateful to the Jesuit Managemen

(Fr.) Keith D' SoudDa, Kad upnatdoenkrBardn nReFspsad, S. J.
the Treasurer's Office, as well as the teams
(SI'P) Department, and Student I nclusion Cell
encouragement .

As you read through these pages, we hope you
possibilities that emerge when barriers are ren
stories reaffirm the I mport aneces oonf, brueigladridnlge sas w
participate fully and thrive.

Team XRCVC

May 2026
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Nurturing iEatreémnyt il alcl usi ve Edu

Ruhaan Hussain

Ruhaan Husswpewai da st adrent ,wictohn nkeicttheddn XREVC when

Centre helped facilitate hisitahdemi BBesa coonn iHiitgoh asc t
Further to this, thearXRCVIC tweorha&dey e skitilplihBossaea hde a
medium for | earning. Recognising the importance
parents were eager to equip him with the skills
in school and everyday activities.

When RuhawinsifhedXRCVC, the focus was on | aying
l'iteracy. His family was introduced to a range
mat eri al s, Br ai-Brl &i Ibloeo kasc, t iawmidt iperse t hatd acio uyl dr obuet
Guidance was al so predvaitdeedd doonc udriesnatbaitliiotny and s u|
benefit Ruhaan in the years ahead.

To support his |l earning journey, the XRCVC desi

Braille readiness skills. The training focused

di scrimination, tracking skillsl,i nhgansdkiand,hf ianngde

Braille dots. As Ruhaan progressed, he was g¢gr ad

l etters, numbers, words, and simple sentences.

Ruhaan participates in a tactile sorting actiywv

needed for futur eAlBroaielxlpd olreaargniBmag.i | | e wr i t-i ng
on | iteracy session

A key aspect of the intervention was the active
encouraged to reinforce classroom | earning at h
everyday activities. This consi st eynth ecdoplelda beonrsautt
skills |l earned during sessions were repeated an

Recognising that successful inclusion extends b
with Ruhaan's school. On 4 July 2025, an awaren
20 teachers at Beacon High SchEoionli,t iKahtairv,e .u nTdheer
focused on disability awareness, inclusive educ

Stories NumbéfTkse DERCYCTEmMmpact Page |

2D



to support students with disabilities in mainst
better understanding of how to adapt teaching n
needs.

According to a detailed school asses$s dmeoritedcondu
Ruhad&anstrong tactile discrimination skills, -exc
on | earning experiences.

The i mpact of these combined efforts is already
semester report card, his t eachedmiorbashelrev edde ttehran

adapt adbnd ingt ed t hat he approaches |l earning wit
report further highlighted Hisse mdaniancgtfiule parnodg r
resour ces, and active partici phgitsi orne simm ttdslea shsirso d
Ar hank vyaol(ut lem)p porits. dtbeing wel |

Ruhaan' sreonfoegyes what KREGVCmpelitawnwes iof: ear |y
engagement , and school partnership in creating

Ruj ul Goythale

Throughout her skawmeodulyaralry ,pa&rutiudi pated in XRC
and made extensive use of the Centre's accessib
did the suppgarotm dreavindendy. essential computer ski
participat-in @mlgat @ed STEMi vietnirda < hanedhtc sresesptons, Ruj
engaged with opportunities that helped her acce

One area in which XRCVC played a particularly s

For several year s, Ruj ul has been a regular wuse
tactile diagrams and educautnidoenraslt amadtienrgi aolfs stuob js
heavily on visual concepts. These tactile resou
scientific concept s, and other graphical i nforn
demands of t heuns,chsolhod ofutren crudt ai ned these reso
all owing her to revisit and reinforce concepts
Ruj ul Goythale and other students at the Tactil

STEM Seansens

| | | Bt
\ | ST |
| | Xavier's Resource Centre
\ | for the
\ | | Visually Challenged
'r LY Inclusi pactful.
| s
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Beyond suppo
Mat hemati cs

rting her acaidenme eh rsd Euwgiyense,er X M@V &G ns
( STIEOM)t ieadt uicveetsi ohrel ped nurture a gen.t
Th

technol ogy. rough-rgpdnrt edi pvatr ikesm@ips | IThEM oo n ae
Ruj ul devel oped a strong curiossoyviog.sdoday]jf
pursue the sciences in higher education and has
engidaeraspiration that reflects both her acade
technol ogy.

As she progressed through higher grades, techno
her | earning journey. Through training and guid
proficiency in using computers amesasskisltl yeevt e
became instrumental during one of the dmbhst | mpoc
Standad®$CoBrd examinations.

De

monstrating both confidence and comp&tdndé, SE

Boaedmaminations using a computer, applying many
years of tr ai nShneg paansds epdr ancittihc ef.l yi ng c®93@omns ds c
exami naHeironasc.chi evement reflects not only her ha
value of equipping students with the tools and
According to her mother, the support received f
educational success. Over the years, the Centr e
resources, training, and encour agse meintth bhleilnpd nneg
encounter in mainstream education.

fFor Rujul, XRCVC was not just a ploadce wias Ilae @pram
her educational journey, walking alongside her
into achdevement .

What i1 s particularly noteworthy is that even af
Ruj ul continues to actively seek opportunities
mont hs following her Grade 10padxeadmiinna ttiheant sS dadl8b n
summer progr amme, enrolled in an Orientation an
tactile diagrams for four different books from
demonstrates both mar hleov e ofmo timeartnitmog daeevel opl
support her future goal s.

Rujul's story reinforces the importance of sust
journey. While individual trainings and resourc
time can be transformative. Hhroommlaskouhng d¢lhi lad c
student successfully writing board examinations
power of accessibility, opportunity, and persev
As Ruj ul prepares for the next stage of her edt
continue to shine through. Her journey is a tes
provided not only with accesgebmemeaesousbep, bp
exploration, and a supportive community that be

Stories NumbéTlke DERCYCTeEmpact {@ Pagd |



usive Education Support Progra

When a child with blindness enters a mainstrean
academic ability. Accessing textbooks, under st a
using technol ogy, navigating sehdshi pedepérdente
specialised skills that are rarely taught withi
Recognising this gap, the Xavier's Resource Cen
Xavier's College, Mumbai , | aunched the I nclusiv
Designed -asr m,Wbeageintervention, thentps owirtammeel
studying in mainstream schools by equipping the
resources, and confidence needed to participate
Students enter the programme at different st age
|l evels that build systematically on one another
introductory technology, or i gntdatiilon |dnd nmgq b it lhie
gradually expands to include accessible mat hema
assistive technology, vi sual concept enrichment
secondary school and board examinations.
A student explores a tactile compass and a t act
as part of her Orientation and Mobi l

Students |l earning skills in an Activitie

Stories NumbéTlke DERCYCTeEmpact j{@ Pagé® |



Students exploring models in a Visual Con

me

|

The programme also actively engages wlithomparkrhnhclk

teacher training workshops. Educators receive p
blindness in inclusive classrooms, while ongoin
during the academic year. The KRGUGcingtBeailsu®
di agr ams, and other accessible educational mat e

curriculum on an iequpalerbsasi s with the

Today, many of the students who joined the prog
mi ddl e and high school with increasing confiden
For FEakhar,udndow i 4 G@medef the most significant
confidence as an independent & rQrnieénhteati dmrawndh
training, she developed the skills and confiden
white cane, enabling her to move more independe

surroundings.

The programme's impact often extendsSbeiyoad Gtr lae
6 student, now independently uses a computer at
keyboar d. R¥ifV &&La@dnilgy 'onn journey, his mother sha

i have | earnt how to work with young children
XRCVC. Not only have | l earnt the skills they t
mai ntain expectations that @&r esaomeo magre.with ot he

This partnership with families is a cornerstone
|l earning process, the programme helps ensure tF
reinforced and practised in everyday 1ife.

Stories NumbéTlke DERCYCTeEmpact [(
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A parent experiments with a 3D drawing pen to
di agr ams

Beyond skill development, the programme also pr
blindness i n mainstreandas cchoororusnirtayr eolfy peexepresr iwein
experiences.

Anag®ak panld ShSthewgp bot h Grade 8 student s, have p

isolated in their schools. As the only students
often felt overlooked by teachers and excluded
Support Programme, they found a space where t he
similar chall enges, share experiences, build fr

As ®Bhemmer training ses,siboontsh csatmed etnot sa ne xepnrde s s e d
of no longer adaemesthhgmeessionsthe sense of belo
devel oped over the years.

The programme also fosters a cul taurree goul airn duespeern
XRCVC Braille Lending Library and an avid reade
both her academic studies and personal interest
enabled her to explomrssswhbmeatingd keayond at ke acll i f

For JeNadaranot her student in the programme, th
direct impact on her educatbehaktveaekpengehnege8h
contracted Braill evihéalnpl Rempmuartri cikpate more ef
education and navigate increasingly complex aca

A distinguishing feature of the I nclusive Educa
irect student training. Recognising that meani
i ronment s, XRCVC al so wor ks rcogorsaenhnge wg & rht isccih
ough teacher training, consultations, and on
ctical strategies for teaching students with

T 40 Q
- > 5 -
QJ—1<H
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e approach helps ensure that s
heir school environment s.

l nclusiond training for teache

R 9 28 Navi Mumbai, MH, India

,"_‘i" ‘N Father Agnel Marg, Vashi, Navi Mumbai,

the pawitt lyeaven p,r etvheoupr d@arnarmme has demon

ot achieved t
ur ces, coll ab

jour
sfor
mi ng confiden
cat e

|l nclusive Edu
students wit
l i es, i nf or me
merely to acc

Summer STEMaBen

Back

Stud
to t
expe
expl
met h
t ech
| ear
conf

The
i ncl
i mpa
t hro
expe

Obj e

ground and Ne
ents with vis
he highly vis
ri ment al proc
oration remai
ods, tactile
nol ogy. As a

ning and prac
i dence.

STEM-a%emaes Wa
usi ve, mul tis
i rment. The p

hrough accommodatbiuodgsialggne.ccle
oration with families and scho

neys of Feri ha, Vi vaan, Anagha, Shreya,
mative i mpact of this approach. Student

t |l earner s, i ndepend®lat st ramd]l

s for t hemsel ves.

cation Support Programme cont.i
h blindness are provided with
d educator sde anldeiopppeenun, tti es
ess education, but to thrive v

Be Training
ed

ual i mpairment often face sign
ual nature of concepts, diagr a
edur es. I n many hnaani-dnes tsrcei aemm t sicf h
n |limited for students with bl
| earning materials, adaptive |
resnonity esxcaldededs faremfmeagmui ngf
tical experimentation, which ¢

Al 00 megeed tatda@l r iess t hese chall eng
ensory, and experiential STEM
rogram ai med to demonstrate th

ugh tactilechmollsgy,asadaptiiviee tt ea-omi ngasmni a

riences.

ctives
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he training aimed to:
Make STEM concepts accessible through tactile

Build confidence and independebasednsi¥Mbjf demsat

Provide practical exposure to scientific expel

T
\%

\%

Vintroduce students to assistive technologies
\%

V Encourage curiosity, participation, and coll al
\

Strengthen conceptual wunderstanding through e:

About the Training
Conducted from 4t 20&éeyt weoe nl 61t Ch: OMa ya, . m. and 4: 30

engaged five students in grades 8 to 10. t hr oug
assistive technology, adaptive | aboratory expos
designed uxd ua edt and i nteractive program integr
Biology, Environment al Sci enc eb,asasds issctiiemet itfdochn

experimentation.

The Math on Computer sesdHiacrs mat hedad ed ak e wly ond
and pr-sblemng using computers, helping students
academic content .

Geometry concepts were t augbhats etdhrlceuag mitnagc tmelteh oc
di agr ams, Wi k K i Sti x, and toolis nfcrlardi mygl ttihpel & et
the Touch®Tech Labs Geometry Kes$, &hgldest satesr
symmetry, and other geometric constructions; tF

Students | earning geometry construction

Stories NumbéTlke DERCYCTeEmpact j@ Pag® |



Abacus sessions strengthened ment al mat hemati cs
concentration, and memory. The trainer, Ms . Sha
ALearning the abacus took me al moesac hfiinvge tnhoensteh s
has been truly worthwhile. Seeing their progres
satisfaction and fulfil ment. o

Students were introduced to | aboratory |l ayout s,
techniques. They explored | aboratory apparatus
tactile syringes, and talkingi wal gbengi srtsal eCGhe
concepts were reinforced through tactile mol ecu

observation and measur ement .

Handosn exploration of | ab equipment in a chemi:

The training also included visits to the Chemis
meaningful exposure to practical science enviro
education. Witpmr dfhes sarpp oaoft tofe Depautdeerns ekpl
preserved specimens and skel et al model s through
explanations. Additional anatomy sessions intro

el bow, and pel viengilredalrenoidnsgi nnge thhand s

)\

T@
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Expl oring anat onsyi ztehdr oeudguhc arteiaoln a | tactil e

Students al so paibtaiseidp @txeeri mennessarsi ng LabQues
temperatur e, humi dity, and magnetic field senso
collection through accessible methods.

The training maintained a highly interactiwve en
fire roundshasend acetwiawidt i es. Feedback from both
increased confidence, i ndependenard SThEMgleememni,

Refl ections
The i mpact of the training was strongly reflect

Ruj ul Goya hsatliedent with blindness, described th
confidentceing, particularly in developing indepg
|l earning:

AFor the first ti me, I drew | ines, l i ne segment
|l also used Wi kki Sticks to make different shap
During the practical |-ab ereigesnicoen swi tlh gvaairn eodu sh aen
tools |Iike |l ab coats and goggl es. I al so visj|te
brain, and a microscope. Even though | had ufsed
i ndependeewntal ycidrcl e using it. I really enjoyed |
and remember concepts | had forgotten. o

Anot her pdaet us hpairaglfalrect ed:

A | did not know how to do Maths on the compulter
know how to use the geometry kit but after |l ec

—
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the I ab skills session, I got experience of X p
tools and equipment | ook I|ike. I didn't know| ho
subtraction and multiplication easily and quj ck
Parents and caregivers, too, strongly appreciat

the training:

Mrs. Mer)i moNhdarof a student, said the traipnin
at home AThe session was very helpful, we fipnd
geometry tool, tildl now we were oswiedgerofglpat
good, this they will not be getting in the mjain
Dr. Vai shal,i gKuaavradtihaenk atro anot her student, st ate
these sessions, Al't is truly inspiring to see t
di f f eakelngd ychil dr en. OQur chil dren ar e nedn jboaysiincg
Mat hematics to interactive | earning sessions/| 0
Students engaging in practical experi ment ¢
P - =
Xavi;;'; Resource Centre
for the
visually Challensg
YRCVC, St Yavier's College. ‘
. Barriers. . Achievind
I Breakind
\ o &r,cn.\lagg;‘;;“u-;‘f‘;F/;
Concl usi on
The success of the training highlights the i mpo
initiatives within mainstream educational ecosy
right support systems and accesssuall ei nrpeaihrondeon to g
meaningfully engage with Mat hteansadd clse a rSrcii regn cveh i
independence, confidence, curiosity,ataard wi tsh rto

peers.

)\

9@
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Navi gaHtiigmgdruc at i on

Adhi shesh Payas

Adhi shesh tthiyedrtiusdetnht e oBMards.s Communication and
of $thaviXer s Col |l ege, Mumbai . His journey 1is a
support can do. He had taken admission in the S
BSc in Statistics arhde Howmamitchse. chhoudeseee topv elriwsh ed

Adhi shesh Payas

His inability to cope iIimpacted &tiadr tmedtmadyvihre@l!l b
depreasidenel tacloimpdfeatid ur e. He constantly spoke o
academics thinking that he wildl never be able t

Duringdi t fpiesruilotd, heemaigmné e roluxh with thetXROVC.

continuously counsell ed hihmltpce dp thri aru e olpied bed Llama
one is a complete failure whemdihisebhedhbr s aitat bed
t hrough hours of cwiunbel heniREEQGe ntawdli Ing, Adhi s
coll ege but with a determination that he would

Il n the remaining period of dcdherigitemmusi bepcothptet
engineering. He was already a good tabla player
maj or concerts. ThisSaebeseequredthg sacacmd mil@hxeahe
rentered the cwitédgan aadmiAstbBmetteamhand t ook

mass communication and journalism.

Aboubperiod, he says, At hroughout this transitd.
encouraged me i mmensely. They helped me under st
challenge is impossible to overcome with the ri

)\

T@
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The cenbobvedadsbpmort system to manage academi Cs
aspect wasnoptremsve igstywge ad fWhenmatwor ki ng on the mar
|l nvol vement Programme creditheanimsparft | ebr-nt st

toead nNdoteasocing so, he transformed a support th
di fficulties into a resource that is now helpin
Today, he is pupwiut mgDaor dat €emhas hand wi | | be gr
year . He credits all his success and transition

Kar an Pawar

Born blind in a tribal family in Washim, Mahar a
society, blindness is considered a curse even t
enlightened enough to send hi mnroavaatsipoencg awa ys cfh
home.

Karan Pawar

Il nitially, Karan found it difficult to cope at
started enjoying and pursuing his studies. He w
blind teacher at his school .akHe ewlausc ag ni coonu rf ar goend
institution in Mumbai. After some hesitation, h
Mumbai al one.

He took admission t o MutnamaXawa e riorsi tCiodll leygeawestr
coll ege atmosphere. The prevalence of English a
overcame his hesitation.

He is presently a student in the first year of
mont hs Heg roometsh hhe XRCVC, as he says, Al f XRCV
been difficult for me to negotiate through the
reasonabl e accommodati on, accessible contfendaqoa
in my |life.o

His is a story of adversity to ascendancy.

)\
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Si ddhi Ni kam

~

Al hope | clear my CA or CS examination as | w a
and commerceo, saysyeSorddhst dd&am, wat A9vi sual i

-Si ddhi Ni

Siddhi Ni kam

Born as the first child of Mr . Ganesh and Mr s.

tried various options to treat her blindness. F
irreversible and startedert omdtrlaarm, ha rhovnd rha kears,i
to teach her at home the alphabet, simple arith

MehDad&chool for the Blind, where she compl et ed
record andtaldwdays pwamsue different avenues and ¢

She has varied interests such as singing, hosti
competitions, et c. Basically, performing arts e
her mind to get herself educatuwnbaimameley,ofStt.heX
Col l,egMumbamnitially, she was over whel med by the

she faotkRAVC sl owly opened her up.

When studying commet avhelt hiee wahe woul d be abl e t
she received allayed her fear s, and she has <con
coll ege. She credits her success primarily to X
accessibletimemagt mannar, which enables her to K
very grateful tartthmesnndepmerak dkeports heaewesobte@n

ensure that she attains success.

Today, she has made friends and is easily able
change in her from a timid Siddhi to a confiden

»
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Pat hways to I ndependent Livin

Ani sha Kumar i

For many persons with visual i mpair ment, access
dependence and independence. However, for those
specialised training and supporlty, clamarbrei mag sti @ nu
chall enge.

Ani sha Kumar i

Ms. Anisha Kumar. from Bi har faced a similar si
determined to build the computer skills necessa
2025, she reached out t o XRICWELCUtsere kg kigl Isu pfproo m
Ani sha subsequently enrolled in XRCVC's comput e
a computer with the help of assistive technol og
specialised training were | i mimead.,datume ilngar rHiomwg
regular training sessions and personalised guid
confidence needed to use technology independent
Refl ecting on her journey, Anisha shared, "Befo
Vi kbksbhosikkar | earning computer skills was a very
attending the training, I gained a |l ot of confi
own. "

Beyond technical skill s, t he t rrae Iniiamgt hien prman Ag

studi es -tainady dtaays k s . She credited the patient gu
during the programme for helpingnheardeanwer d ame ea

Ani sha's journey demonstrates how access to the
with disabilities to overcome geographical and
educational and professionandersmda rarnrd onnaen fwii d éean

)\
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Purva Karangut kar

Digital amnfssemtipgamketduobtion, empl oyment , and ir
its computer training programmes, XRCVC seeks t
skills and confidence needed oieéhewdbrivvdly nav
One such beneficiary is Ms. Purva Karangut kar,

her Bachel or o€omf@pmimeomeR( BA. Podar Col |
pur sue a Master @Odm)Com3neakieng Myr eater 1in
academic and future professional work, s
December 2025.

ege, Mu
depende
he join

Purva Karangutkar

Prior to ®she twaai de pmanndye ncto Aiposteaelr t asks on ot her

course of the programme, Purva |l earnt to indepe
f or ms, preparing presentations, and managing ac
Refl ecting on her experience, she shared, "The
but has also positively impacted my confidence
gui dance, patience, and constengr agewg@mett pubyid
encouraging and motivating. This training has h

compurteelrat ed work on my own.

Her journey demonstrates how accessible technol
i mpairment to pursue their educational and <care
independence.

)\
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Swapni | Pat il

When Swapni l Patilt TERICVIC 1 @ai®ded, olhte was | ookir
more effectively to progressive vision | oss cau
wor king daTechhee€&tdor , Swapni |l s odmdt rad tr e @idgyls ditieevy ed @
educat ipounr sanpdr bf essi onal journey. However, as hi
began facing increasing challenges in both tech

Swapni | alighting from the | ocal train duri ni

Il n his initial communication with the XRCVC tea
compl ex websites-heavgepsiesgngrmaaplbns, and effici
had become increasingly diffirceuslste.d Dae ssptirtoen gt hdees
performing at his full potential and proactivel
Al ongside assistive technology training, Swapni
Orientation and Mobility (O&M) training in his
|l earning new techniques that woeunltd ahned pc ohnifm dbeenc
At 33 years ol d, Swapni l elvoenngt u@& M yt reanirnoil nlge dp ri an
goal of becoming more confident and independent
unfamiliar environments independseertlkegyuwpped bha
practical strategies and the confidence to trayv
Swapni | appreciated the comprehensive nature of
spatial directions, cane techniques, indoor and
Accor di g to him, one of the stremgththodofl oiglye ag
by the instructor, which combined conceptual e X
particularly valued the balance maintained duri
encouraged independenwhitlaes kp rpoevrifdoirnnga ntci mel y gui

—
=\

Stories NumbéfTkse DERCYCTEmMmpact {5’\ Pagd 8|

Z:



Foll owing th

now
wi t
cou
bec
or i

Ref
pl a
acc

Wh i
i nf
bee

Swa
cer
fur
dev

Hi s
i nd

e training, Swapnil began actively
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ignificantly reduced his fear of
aware of wusing multisensory cues

n the i mpact nfolf anhenoa rmaorna nagf, r a&Siwh pan
protective techniques taughtPlaga&s é e
atitude towards the XRCVC team for

tinues to face challenges with tech
ral barriers, he reports that the
effective in supporting his indepen

suggested expandindayheepsbgnsammec
n -lupnd tpe rd ordtiicnumree edi scussi ons aroun
essed interest ines¢eashnhormvomopmaaot
ocialisation and networking skills

refl ®wpg poahto vg os thlew ot s o otoer twonf i d
, and greater participation in ever
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From Access to Success

Rahul Gajj al

Ra h
suc
dec

He
ol d
Vi s
scr
He
h e

ma n
awa

Bei
par
a g
i nd
Ma n
hi m
He
pro

ul Gajjal asa mogdl @i d his schooling in a spe
h school s, exposure of students to the out si
ision that <changed his |ife.
took admission for his undergraduaoeesofudi bes
est colleges in the country. Her e, he was as
ually Challenged (XRCVC). He laaltseos tg otte cthhneo | cop
een reader s, OCR, etc., which enabled him to
also participated in various events organize
says, AiBei ng pFa@&rTth eo fEylen tWirtchhiank shhe ped me dev
agement and interpersonal skills, while also
reness about visual i mpair ment . o

Rahul Gajj al
ng a sports enthusiast, he was part of thr ee
ticipated i n sesedr aly wohrek scheonptsr eo,r gnahniic h b ui | t
ood stint as a musician as wel | . Rahul says,
ependence and confidence, encouraging me to
agement atsAsyonnUBIivmrngham, United Kingdom
to articulate hiopacdygmmoddathiconneedsiply.
has successfully completed his academic purs
spects for career advancement s. He credits F
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Rushi kesh Kambl e

i would |ike to sincerely thank you for the |i n
you provided during my time at college. Your | gu
navigate my academic joumney, and | am truly| gr

-Rushi kesh Ka
Rushi kesh Kambl e

Born intecancscmicédal |y weak family, Rushi kesh Kam
in Aurangabad, but he always wanted to pursue h
at St. XegeurnibsaiColalnd was hel ped in his academi
student in challenging times, as |l ockdown al so
continued his progress.

He graduated in 2023 with a degree in Economics
He continued his studies at a university in Pun
Eventually, he succeeded in sdduwreirngta Undahk eas la
Company Limited, a central government service.
college and more crucially to the help that he

Sabi kigedSa

The centre has had a |l ong journey in getting ma
profession for students with visual i mpair ment .
success of Kritika Purohit. Htoiwe as/lelry dpdars daacrce

visually challenged student sstiideMabanmnashued Up
Health Sciences (MUHS) did not have systems and
with disabilitiaesc.onThinuimes wslttreudy gil re.

Ms . Sabiykka &avisually challenged student, took
degree programme at a time when many of these ¢

A\

)\
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earlier developments, she came into contact wit
source of support for Sabika, both emotionally
bet ween the student, her college and hospital,

Sabi ka Saiyed

Kinesiotapig
fEn g Inhonun

I n those early days, when there were no provisi
academics, examinati ceatranwopkadtegtabkbasi vakey o
i mpl ementing customised processes to facilitate
ot hert @laayy chall enges. There were times when Sab
studies and mawitgaattiinnge gpadmicedures frustrating.
constant procedural suppoablandogoaodtnoneet hat s
confidence. These interventions by the XRCVC ul

Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for accomn

As Sabika often recall s, whenever she feCemtoeer
The team would counsel and reassure her that th
focus on her studies while they facilitated the
degree with flying colours amdeswmcshepsfully con
Freed to concentrate on academics because of t*h
Sabi ka secunédédaaRaAkl of 6 and was selected for

Vi vekanand National l nstitute of Rehabilitation
accept the opportunity as it would hayefrequihoe
Foll owing this, she pursued a Fellowship in Reh
l nstitute of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitat:i

accordance with the SOPs that hadubeew wbthbt he
XRCVC.

Sabika subsequently completed her Master's degr
Lokmanya Tilak Municipal Medi cal Coll ege and Ge
Stories Numbéflkse DERCYCTempact g@ Page 2|



Certification in Mechanical Diagnosis and Ther a

Certification in Kinesiology.

After a couple of years in private practice, sh
appeared for the recruitment examination. She w
the 6th rank nationally.

Today, she enjoys her work at Al Il PMR, where she
has received an extremely positive reception fr
al so involved in educati on oapnpdo rttruaniintiinegs, tsoh ec ohna
examinations for young students, further demons
Sabi ka ifsametmud tper sonality and has also publis
remains deeply grateful to the centre for being

confidence throughout her jourpeysohal atbrgvers
how sustained advocacy and support can help cre
generations of students with disabilities.

Saiee Puranik

Sai ee PRfuirrasaiti kvi sually i mpatr &di Wemdlrer ke ipeyaeenc
beefhl mssinght gradually. Born with weak eyesight,
was quite supportive towards her academic and o
supportive parents who did not discourage her o

Nevertheless, she met rwhseins tpaunrcseu iantg vhaerdi uoaudsa claetv
col la&me,had to constantlITy @advocat defowohdssel f .
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WWhil e these experiences strengthened my resilie

structured, institutional support.

That changed when | joined St. Xavieros College
Resource Centre for the Visually Challenged ( XR
accommodations | needed. Stunned, delicdomiladedry o
proactively and systemically; it was often | eft
new wor | d doopfe naecdc euspsi bl e f or mats, assistive tec
understood mypy l|lived reality.

Things underwent a major change when she took a
XRCVC offered her accommodations for which she
confidence at t hd acolllidgmd,edad hehe&XRC¥iICbébs fl agshi
An archakshuBaierdeoOwédnt Orientation and Mobil it

resisting the use of b&belwdsitteatciamme . wiTthllh ega&taifl é 1 one
t ool for safety and independemdd |lridtyher than as

During COVID years, her eyesight deteriorated d
regul awhipah ntti | | t hen wasShewlehenfubhbeiaesedof
hel p eof,omemetrainings from the XRCVC.

I n 202l afrom an XRCVC consultant r érsiull & weddr a .n

Today as an hempel,otydeheee | & sd @n tbruii B wWtiemg i ncHeurssi vies w
story which indicateadhowacgscbuphed wntdhsetfuc
could lead to a successful and exemplary |ife

)\
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Transforming Systems

I niti atShaaes i &aal Shanghvi Eye Institute

XRCVC continuously adapts its interventions in
community, with healthcare access emerging as a
need,Cetnhhleegan expl oring opportunities to advanc
coll aborations between healthcare institutions
A noteworthy step in XRCVC's journey towards ad
December 2024. During the Access Setu Assistive
the |l eadership team of the Shant itlhad eSxhhinbgihtviio ne
the range of assistive technologies available f
l ed to discussions on how assistive technology

strengt hened withi,n phaeralitchuclaarrd ys etotri ngnsdi vi dual ¢

These conversations gradually evolved into a fo
Memor andum of Understanding (MOU) with the Shan
serving as a knowledge and techmri dealchexpemgty tor
the institute's Low Vision Rehabilitation Centr
supportinburchpiacgtgfforts and training of profe
i mpair ment .

The coll aboration soon expanded beyond training
XRCVC and SSEI jointly organised an Access Setu
medi cal professionals and the gener plarguktliipa.ntT

including 110+ ophthal mologists and other medic
provided healthcare fhraofdessnidemnasltandiinly affihmhet v
technol ogy solutions avai loawlte cthomdbdyy ggna ache mo s
education, empl oyment , communicati on, mobility,
with disabilities.

Access Setu Assistive Technol ogy Awareness EX
|l nstiildBept ember 2025

| —
| 7] W
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As a part of the objectives of the MOU, on 18 F

eye chpc&kamp in collaboration with the Shantil a
students with disabilities ofmpStwasXaovrigeaniss eQo |w
objective of promoting preventivreelhatae¢d hcamaei tain
included vision screening, Vvisual assessment s,
assessment , and specsafosttbensaltg identificat
of 210 individuals benefitted from the camp.

Comprehensi ve-uby €abipe dly SSEI at St . Xavier o

As the relationship deepened, the focus expande
broader disability inclusion within healthcare
Awareness Week, XRCVC conducEedsiabs| ftggskeingiAn
programme for the institutepsogt amhoevond exd7 pRebriu
an experiential understanding of disability and
to view patient carleugihom,ugdi drhiet y,enandfedqual p

Stories NumbéfTkse DERCYCTEmMmpact Page®o6]|
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Ant archakshuE 2. Di sability Sensitisat:.

0

The following day, on 28 February 2026, XRCVC o
for patients and c@oregi\wenms nastttti édudtien.g Tthhee ex hi b
individuals and families to explore assistive t
empl oyment, communication, and daily Iliving, wh
of these t ey hmmedowlgiiregg.padBt i ents and caregivers a
programme hel ped ehltrwedegne ctithenigap care and rehabi

Access Setu as a part of Shantil al Shanghvi E
Awareness Week

The engagement with the Shantil al Shanghvi Eye
partnerships between healthcare institutions an
an assistive technology exhibitiom ewnclowngdsismning
professional training, disability sensitisation
and patient engagement . I n doing so, it mar ked

healthcare accessirbigedartsyonasn dwiitnhc | duissiaomi Ifiot i es .

)\

T@
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AY 2®0x6 mar ked a proud moment of gl obal recog.!|
|l eadership teamDbeimngaibfBdl udeodn.cibi He sannual i st
di sabled | eaders from across the world whose wo
disability inclusion in their respective fields

Dr . Sam Taraporevala and Mr. Ke-8@nl WpabamlLasmmu &
' i st honouring 30 disabled | eaders

a0Disy 30Disy
My 5, N e

The D-30 Disability Impact List The D-30 Disability Impact List
2025 2025
Honoree Honoree

Dr. Sam Ketan Arvind
Taraporevala Kothari
he/him he/him
INDIA INDIA

Diversability
#D30DisList

Diversability
#D30DisList

Dr . Sam Taraporeval a, Executive Director of XRC
advancing inclusive education, accessibility, a
Through his sustained efforlte,imei mfalsuedaiyrrg @®»
syst ems, and expanding opportunities for person
Mr . Ketan Kothari, TMaoggamme€popn¥XRCVE&nt was recog
extensive work in promoting accessibility aware
advancing the use of assistive tekcdhhdémwmygyacraosds
to create more inclusive environments.

This recognition refl ectsst anhdei nignpcaocmmiotfmexXnRCWVtCd s
accessibility and highlights the role of its |e
sector, both nationally and globally.

7]

-
=\
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https://mydiversability.com/2025-d30-honorees

Publi cati ons

Publ i cation ofBuWHitt @ oPE)pRalnldeng t he Reach of Co
t hrough Accessibility

BUILT TO INCLUDE

Expanding the Reach of Consumer Products
through Accessibility

Global Accessibility Awareness Day 2026

=, r/;:,“\l I/._.\
®» 9 @

Xavier's Resource Centre for the Visually Challenged (XRCVC)

St. Xavier’'s College, Mumbai

XRCVC released a Bwiiltte tpoaaplercltuded:edExpanding th
t hrough Accoesnmsairbki Ititey occasion of Gl obal Accessi

The publication makes the case for embedding ac
highlighting both the social and business value
principles and user experiences,f otrh emapnaupfearc tpurrees
products that are more accessible, usable, and
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Medi a Coverage

1.1l nchi t owar ds

ng

i ncl

Parsiana-Jualye 6212025

usi vity

EDUCATION

COVER STCEY

Lul:md at the far end of the comidor
on the pround feor, te sighted

s the doer leading to the Kavier 5@

sorree Camire for the Visnally Challenged

'C). For Persons with Desabilities

) this may well be among fhe most

ily visited areas at St Xawiers

epe kmomm for its accessible campus

ou doors to pide those with visaal m-
paimment, and ramps and Lifts to assist
those with motor disabilites.

“We are a very small umit in tems
of pirysical space occupied (one of the
senaller classtonms in the nde-Gothic
heritage smacture at Xavier s plus a sec-
mdhmnr_huthe‘ﬁm‘fiallml‘hum}
| {12-memher teami) bat e
e well in government bodies.”
stated Dr ‘iam Taraporevala, founder
amd executive dimector of this proactive

that has come of aze. hav-
ing latad 21 years. “With m
nﬂnu'ecmgle have gmn'nmgamﬂ].‘r;%]:

Top ron; fram [ vinielly fwpaired sni-
oz Taarn the mbacis, wse the Bralar;
at fve arfentaron and mobilify cowze
candiicred by ARCVC, ohove i@ ATM
mirde accersthieta therinvally impaired;
canrar: Dr Sam Traparavaia

I8 Fesieneduns

Py 8, 252

with tactils pashways and Brailla labals  lege.

dom twvanst to grov physically Wewanite  willing

- Inching

inclusivity

towards

Through ils lraining and advocacy inilialives,
lhe Xavie's Resouwce Cenlie lor Lhe Visually
Challenged has been allempling lo creale
accessible avenues lor the disabled

Farinas M. Gandhi

Tudldr models. create pathmoays
mmﬂhﬁlﬁd mead,” h&mﬁm&
An alommns of 5t Mavier's Col-
. during his 50 vears of
associaden with m}a alma
Tater, a5 a visually impaired
stdent, as the first vicnally
impairedassociate professar,
a0 the fomder of XRCVC.
Taraporevala's conmuitment
has been commendable. At
the tum of the cemhry when
e realized that visually im-
paired stadents prefemed to
join Bauda College that bad
A Tesoumce center Tather tham Mavier's,
the Tesuit eIt
mﬁmwd taspmpnu.]mf-nnz:snbhsh
A Tesource cemter at Xavier's if he wams
to shomlder the responsibility,
managerial and fmancial

Thus be starsed upmh.om flom m
assigned spaceumder a staircase with one
conmer and Tequisite sofimarefmanced
Try the Tarims in 2003 XRCVE nasableio
dranr visually challenged snadents from
the following vear While srdenits from

the G availing of its facilities

mm;e.m;ﬂ; to 10 a year. the Em::n:fs

impact is mamifold To ensure that e
have the comect §
Disha Kapadia, hﬁ-

sultant — awareness, shares

inchasive education they bave

reached over 8300

with disabilites with over

700 accessible books and

more than 2,000 i
leaming aids. To determine the aocessi-
bilicy of: and services have
mmmm%m more
thian 13,000 partopames thronghassistive
technalogy anarensss events.

Their srongestinpact thonehhas heen
through avareness and advocacy work
where they have reached over 45000
TETSONS. irregl trademark
Antarchakesbm bas conducied more than
650 cmwlation based sensiztion nod-
shaps. As per their ~1:10 philosophy: to

2.Does NEP really account for visually i mpaire
Mi-DagwiWuly 2025
3.Visionaries for a Reason
Mi-Dayw 9T uly 2025
4 . Turning Technol ogy I nclusive
Mi-Dayl YSept ember 2025
5.Samarth by Hyundai Bridging Barriers throug
Ti mes NowlbDgtohéer 2025
6 . HSNC Uni versity OChyaakns lsueés WoAnktsahhrop To Sensi t
Empat hy And Awareness On Visual | mpair ment
Free PresdiMaurchal2026
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https://www.mid-day.com/mumbai/mumbai-news/article/mumbai-two-held-for-providing-bank-accounts-to-international-cybercriminals-23584114
https://www.mid-day.com/mumbai/mumbai-news/article/mumbai-diary-saturday-dossier-23585411.html
https://www.mid-day.com/mumbai/mumbai-news/article/mumbai-diary-wednesday-dossier-23594364
https://www.timesnownews.com/videos/times-now/specials/samarth-by-hyundai-bridging-barriers-through-accessible-learning-video-152977354
https://www.freepressjournal.in/education/hsnc-university-organises-antar-chakshu-workshop-to-sensitise-staff-build-empathy-and-awareness-on-visual-impairment

7.Sapna aankho thin ahi pan saakar thaay <chhe
Guj arati MMiyd 2D2\%

8.Design shortfalls of everyday items | eave bI
Mi d RdWay 2026

9.White paper calls for more accessible applie
Mi d RadWay 2026
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https://www.mid-day.com/amp/mumbai/mumbai-news/article/global-accessibility-awareness-day-mumbai-report-flags-major-gaps-in-home-appliance-design-leaving-blind-users-vulnerable-23631439
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/mumbai-news/white-paper-calls-for-more-accessible-appliances-for-the-visually-challenged-101779303749401.html

