Breakthrough in Providing Accessibility to Visually Challenged Physiotherapists

All India Release, March 2011: Physiotherapy as a profession has been practised by the visually impaired the world over and in India since the last century. Lack of appropriate rules and facilities have kept these professionals in the sideline for many years. With technology and new age support services this reality is changing. 

The Xavier’s Resource Centre for the Visually Challenged (XRCVC) has been instrumental in getting a visually challenged student get admission into a mainstream Bachelors of Physiotherapy program in Maharashtra. As a follow-up step it was felt necessary that all study material and the equipments used in the course should also be made accessible. The XRCVC took up the challenge and has managed to achieve this historic breakthrough within a short span of a few months.

Electrotherapy has always been an integral part of physiotherapy treatment. In absence of accessible devices, the visually challenged physiotherapists relied on various kinds of adaptations and work arounds. XRCVC in partnership with two leading manufacturers of electro physiotherapy equipments in Maharashtra and Gujarat; Unique Medical Appliances and Tapsi Electro Medical Systems has for the first time, launched fully accessible talking electrotherapy physiotherapy equipments.
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The equipments with appropriate voice prompts in synthesized voice and audio visual feedback will enable VI users to navigate the visual displays of these equipments independently. It should be noted here that these accessibility features have been installed on mainstream machines; hence any user either visually challenged or sighted can use these equipments simultaneously. It also makes inclusion a reality where the mainstream products available off the shelf have been made accessible and hence inclusive for all, a clear change in trend of the yester years. The salient features of the equipments include:

· Easy and clear voice output with Indian accent.

· Each button press spoken out to the user.

· A user friendly help system ensuring the user becomes friendly with the unit immediately.

· Volume control for audio output.

· Clear LED indicator for persons with low vision.

The Products now available in the market with full accessibility features at no additional cost are:

· Interferential therapy cum Electro muscle stimulator cum TENS

· Short Wave Diathermy

The same accessibility features can also be upgraded for users who already hold these products at no additional costs. 

The XRCVC has been able to take this significant stride with the constant support from Sightsavers, Tech Mahindra Foundation, Sir Ratan Tata Trust, Dhun Pestonji Parakh Discretionary Trust and Samruddha Resources Limited.

With these products released on the 17th of March 2011 by Dr. A. P. Kulkarni, Pro Vice Chancellor of Maharashtra University of Health Sciences (MUHS) new frontiers in the study and practise of physiotherapy for the visually challenged have been opened.

VIEWS EXPRESSED

“This development highlights the fact that where there is a will, there is a way. We appreciate the commitment of these manufacturers who have built accessibility into their mainstream systems. We hope that other manufacturers including those making electronic goods will also take the necessary proactive steps and become manufacturers for who accessibility is a mantra. ”        

- Dr. Sam Taraporevala, 
Associate Professor & Head – Department of Sociology; Director, XRCVC

“It was always my dream that my Electro physiotherapy equipments would become accessible, as in case of my laptop and mobile phone. The accessibility in my Electrotherapy equipments shall now allow me to perform even better in my practice, and has also relieved me of cramming long menus in the new digital equipments. It shall also allow the visually impaired to explore new treatment options in trend with the latest treatment regimes.”
- Dr. Homiyar Mobedji,

Consultant Physiotherapist and Specialist in Access technology

“Today is a red letter day in the history of our organisation as we are able to reach out to our visually challenged clients and provide them the same comfort and ease of operation as our sighted customers. We are committed to building such features in to all our new developments. What is more the cost of the product to the customer will remain the same. Our older customers will be eligible for a free upgrade.”

- Mr. Viji Cheriyan,

 CEO, Unique Medical Appliances

“We have always been associated with visually impaired physiotherapists, and have always been amazed with the different work around that they have employed in using electrotherapy equipments. It gives us immense pleasure to know that our innovations shall help the visually impaired physiotherapists perform even better. We hope to make their practice even more successful by empowering them with the latest technology in an accessible format.”
- Mr. Bharat Galia, 

Director, Tapsi Electro Medical Systems, Ahmedabad

“I have seen the demonstration of the accessible IFT and find the same as a classic example of promoting and ensuring accessibility. First of the Xavier’s Resource Centre for the Visually Challenged has done an excellent job of adapting the IFT in the most perfect manner. I find the adaptation very effective and very easy to handle. Due to this adaptation, any person with visual impairment would be able to operate and handle all the operations and settings of the machine independently and effectively.” 
- Mr. Bhushan Punani, 

Executive Director, Blind People’s Association, Ahmedabad

About XRCVC

The Xavier’s Resource Centre for the Visually Challenged (XRCVC) is a state of the art support centre, aiming to work towards the holistic development of visually challenged persons. It is located at St. Xavier’s College, Mumbai.  XRCVC works towards creating an enabling environment to facilitate the development of an inclusive society both at the micro as well as the macro levels thereby providing equal opportunities for holistic growth for the visually challenged 
For further information please feel free to contact us at: 

Dr Sam Taraporevala

Director

Xavier’s Resource Centre for the Visually Challenged

St.Xavier’s College

5, Mahapalika Marg

Mumbai 400001

Contact No: 022-22623298/22626329

Email: sam@xrcvc.org   Website:  www.xrcvc.org
About Unique Medical Appliances 

Unique Medical Appliance is an ISO 9001:2008 Certified Company, manufacturers and suppliers of best equipments in Physiotherapy, Sport Medicine, Occupational Therapy and Rehabilitation. With a country wide network the company strives at setting the highest standards through superior customer service, innovation, quality and commitment. The Company in partnership with XRCVC has ventured into accessible physiotherapy equipments which has been a great journey. 
For further information you may contact us at:

Viji Cheriyan 

CEO

Unique Medical Appliances 

No.8, Raghuvanshwadi, 

Near Mahambare Hospital, 

S.V.Road, Dahisar (E), Mumbai -400068
Contact No: 022- 28973513/ 32939272

Email: unique.india@yahoo.com     Website: www.uniquemedicals.com
About Tapsi Electro Medical Systems 

Tapsi Electro Medical Systems & Services is a technology-driven manufacturer-exporter of high quality Physiotherapy equipments, based in Ahemedabad (Gujarat, INDIA). The company has been producing one of India’s widest range of equipments in the field, and is today acknowledged as a qualitative player in the industry. Tapsi is committed to venturing in new areas of products development which has led us to our partnership with the XRCVC. We look forward to work in this area to make physiotherapy equipments in India accessible. 

For further information you may contact us at: 
Mr. Bharat Galia

Director

210, Ashram Avenue, B/H Kochrab Ashram, Paldi, Ahmedabad - 380006
Gujarat – India

Contact No: +91-98240-32796

Email: info@tapsiindia.com Website: www.tapsiindia.com
