Representation for Inclusive Educational Practices for the Visually Impaired Students

at the HSC and SSC Levels

This representation is being made to both the SSC and HSC Board of Maharashtra in order to ensure the following:

a. Issue appropriate supportive guidelines for admission and examinations of students with vision impairment into the various educational streams being offered by the Board.

b. To create a conducive and accessible environment to ensure the full participation of visually impaired students in the diverse courses offered at the secondary and higher secondary levels offered by the Maharashtra Board.

I. Background

a. Technology has empowered the Visually Challenged, to undertake, activities hitherto impossible earlier. Blind persons use software, generically called “screen readers” and “screen magnifiers” which delivers the computer's output in speech or in magnified versions. This has made it possible for blind persons to access information and content on their own. Blind persons are now, independently, undertaking internet research and studying. This technology is not only available on Desktop and Notebook PC’s; it is also available on Smart phones. Hence, a blind person can also read SMS alerts by himself.

b. The visually challenged in India are making great strides in securing independent living for themselves. This also applies to students who are reducing their reliance on human readers and helpers.

c. The visually impaired students are pursuing diverse careers and educational streams. In Mumbai alone, we have visually impaired persons who are Lawyers, Bankers, MBA graduates, Journalists, Software Professionals, Educationists, Social Workers and many more.

d. In order to pursue a career of their choice visually impaired students need to be provided with appropriate provisions at the educational level

e. Other educational boards in the country such as the CBSE board have been progressive at this front and already have appropriate provisions in their admission and examination systems.

f. This representation is to ensure appropriate provisions by the SSC and HSC board for visually impaired students to allow them to pursue any stream of their choice. 


II. Existing Provisions

The issue of providing appropriate rules and regulations for admission and use of scribes by visually impaired persons has a long history. Given this there already are a range of existing provisions relating to the same which can help form the background of any new provision that the SSC and HSC board can implement. Attached to this representation please find the following Annexxures.

a. The Commissioner, Welfare of Disabled, Maharashtra State, Pune, circular No DWC/C.7/Writer /Facility/ 96-07/2951 dated 20th December 2006
b. University of Mumbai Circular No – Examination/ Facility/ 4077/2008 dated 3rd May 2008

c. M.S Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary Education circular for Practical Examination at SSC level dated March 2007

Each of these circulars have addressed the needs of:

1. Use of a scribe or helper for writing and doing practical exams

2. Extra time for examinations

3. Alternative questions for visual based questions

4. Alternative answer writing formats and methods

In addition the CBSE boards and other examination authorities such as the IIM’s and some other Management boards also have provisions for providing large font papers for low vision candidates in order to ensure that they can independently read and write their papers.

In light of all of the above we would like to make the following suggestions for the SSC and HSC boards to implement.

III. Admission and Examination Provisions for Visually Impaired Students

In order to ensure smooth admission and examination processes for visually impaired students, keeping in mind the already existing rules and regulations we would urge the SSC and HSC board of Maharashtra to issue a circular stating the following points:

a. A visually impaired student is permitted to seek admission into any stream of their choice and subject including science. (The Board in the past has granted case by case permissions as we have visually impaired students who have pursued and successfully completed science from the Board)

b. All SSC and HSC examination processes to implement and follow the rules listed out in the University of Mumbai Circular No – Examination/ Facility/ 4077/2008 dated 3rd May 2008 which highlights that the The Commissioner, Welfare of Disabled, Maharashtra State, Pune, circular No DWC/C.7/Writer /Facility/ 96-07/2951 dated 20th December 2006 be implemented by all. It is clearly mentioned in Pt no 29 of that circular that 

“SSC/HSC Examination Board, all universities, all educational institutions and appointing authorities should follow the above instructions”.

Hence, the concerns related to the use of scribe, extra time and visual questions, alternative answering options need to be resolved in conjunction with the already existing circular. Specifically speaking they entail the following:

1. The visually impaired candidate can 
be allowed to use a scribe who is one year junior if belonging to the same stream of studying or a writer belonging to a different stream.

2. The Visually impaired candidate is allowed 20 min of extra time for per one hour of examination.

3. In case of visual questions and visual based interpretation questions the visually impaired candidate is given alternative non-visual questions but the candidate has the liberty to answer the original question instead of the alternative one.

4. And the visually challenged students being allowed to write answers in Braille/ on computer using screen readers.

c. In case of the science stream, the visually impaired student is allowed to use a helper to conduct the examination or given that the practical examination is a visual process taking from the The Commissioner, Welfare of Disabled, Maharashtra State, Pune, circular No DWC/C.7/Writer /Facility/ 96-07/2951 dated 20th December 2006 Pt No 19 relating to visual questions, alternative questions (an oral examination) can be provided.

The HSC board can also refer to its own rules and regulations at the SSC level relating to the same where a visually impaired person is given an oral examination related to the practicals.

d. Further given that vision impairment ranges from total blindness to low vision in order to ensure independence for low vision candidates the SSC and HSC boards need to ensure that large font question papers are provided (Preferred font size 18-20)

This facility is already been provided by CBSE board and other Management institutes and Boards in the country

IV. Provision of Accessible E-Texts 

Given the fact that visually challenged students can very profitably use computers to pursue their education (use of screen readers and magnifiers) it is strongly recommended that the HSC and SSC boards make it mandatory for all publishers who wish to have their books labeled as ‘board recognized’ make available a accessible e-copy in Microsoft word to designated e-libraries and organizations for further distribution to visually challenged students. 
V. Conclusion

In view of the above the visually challenged community would appreciate if the Board comes out with the necessary circulars and resolutions so that Maharashtra can become one of the model states in India.

In case of any clarifications please feel free to contact us
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